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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



THE ESTATE OF STEPHEN B. BLAND 
By and through its Administrator, 
RUTH ANN BLAND, et al, 



Plaintiffs 



v. 



THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, et al, 



Defendants 



Civil Action No. 05-02124 (RCL) 



NOTICE REQUESTING FOREIGN MAILING 

TO: Clerk, United States District Court for the District of Columbia: 

Per the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1608(a)(4), Plaintiffs hereby request the Clerk's 
Office to "send[] two copies of the summons and complaint and a notice of suit" as well 
as administrative documents and Plaintiffs Motion for Waiver of Local Rule 5.1(e), 
* 'together with a translation of each into the official language of the foreign state, by any 
form of mail requiring a signed receipt, to be addressed and dispatched by the clerk of the 
court to the Secretary of State in Washington, District of Columbia, to the attention of the 
Director of Special Consular Services", Edward A. Betancourt, so that the "Secretary 
shall transmit one copy of the papers through diplomatic channels to the foreign state and 
shall send to the clerk of the court a certified copy of the diplomatic note indicating when 
the papers were transmitted" 28 U.S,C. § 1608(a)(4). In this matter, the foreign state is 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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Service under §1 608(a)(4) is appropriate at this time as there is no "special 
arrangement" and no "applicable international convention on service of judicial 
documents" with Iran, and Iran does not accept service through its Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Tehran, Iran. See 28 U.S.C. §1608 (a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(3), Service of process 
has already been attempted by the Clerk of Court as required by § 1608(a)(3) and 30 days 
have since passed. See attached Letter of March March 8, 2006 and Copy of Postal 
Receipts for Registered Mail 

The defendants in this case are (1) the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and (2) the Iranian Ministry of Information and Security. Attached are 
two copies for each defendant of the Summons, Complaint, Notice of Suit, Motion for 
Waiver of Local Rule 5.1(e), and administrative documents, as well as two copies of the 
translations of each document into Farsi, the official language of Iran. Also attached are 
two (2) certified checks for $735.00 each, payable to "U.S. Embassy Bern", as we 
understand that the United States does not maintain an embassy in Iran, and instead our 
request will be passed through the U.S. Embassy in Bern, Switzerland for transmittal to 
Iran. 
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Dated June 13, 2006 Respectfully Submitted, 

HEIDEMAN NUDELMAN 
& KALIK, P.C. 

1146 19 th Street, NW Fifth Floor 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: 202-463-1818 
Facsimile: 202-463-2999 




By; jZBZkj 




Richaid-D. Heideman (No. 377462) 
Noel J. Nudelman (No. 449969) 
Tracy Reichman Kalik, (#462055) 

PERLES LAW FIRM, P.C. 
Steven R. Perles (No. 326975) 
Edward MacAllister (No. 494558) 
1 146 19 th Street NW, Fifth Floor 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: 202-955-9055 
Telefax: 202-955-3806 
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1146 19™ Street, NW 

^ivxrii^ Washington, DC 20036 

frA/TAlST Telephone 202.463*1818 

IMV-Lrll^ Telefax 202.463,2999 

^ www.hnklaw.com 

attorneys@hnklaw.com 



March 8, 2006 

BY HAND 

. Nancy Mayer-Whittington . 
Clerk, United States District Court 
for the District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

RE: Estate of Stephen B. Bland v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Civil Action No. 05-02124 (RCVi 

Dear Ms, Mayer-Whittington: 

Per the provisions in 28 US.C, § 1608(a)(3), we are requesting the Clerk's Office 
to "address[] and dispatchQ" the enclosed Summons, Complaint, Notice of Suit and 
administrative documents "to the head of the ministry of foreign affairs of the foreign 
state concerned." In this matter, it would be the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Tehran, Iran. Service under § 1608(a)(3) is appropriate at this 
time as there is no "special arrangement" and no "applicable international convention on 
service of judicial documents withlran. See 28 U.S.C. §1608 (a)(1) and (2), . 

Enclosed are the two (2) summonses in this case addressed to (1) the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and (2) the Iranian Ministry of Information 
and Security. Each summons is translated into Farsi, the official language of Iran* Also 
enclosed with each summons is a copy, one in English and one in Farsi, of the Complaint, 
Plaintiffs' Motion for Waiver of Local Rule 5.1(e), Notice of Suit, and the administrative 
documents (in English and Farsi). 



Members oh the Firm are 

"licensed to practice in various j urisdichons including: 

District of Columbia * Indiana * Kentucky • Maryland • Missouri * New Jersey » New Your* Wyoming * Israel 
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We understand that after you have assembled the requisite documents and 
attached international return receipt notices, you will return the package of documents to 
us for placement in the U.S, mail. Please call me at 202*463*1818 when the package is 
ready and we will pick it up. Please also notify me when service is made on the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

If you have any questions, please feel free call me at the phone number listed 
above. 



Sincerely, ' 
^1 



Faye N, Eisen 



Enclosures 

G:lCfcnts\Marine 8airacks^Icading£\Dra8s\L$tter jrequestmg foreign service uifcfer (aX3).doc 
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GROUP EXHIBIT B 



Bland v. Islamic Republic of Iran 



05-2124 (RCL) 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, B.C. 20520 



October 5, 2006 

Re: Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, et al.,l:05CV02124 



Dear Ms. Mayer- Whittington: 



I am writing regarding the Court's request for service of summonses, complaints 
and notices of suit pursuant to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, 28 U.S.C 
1 608(a)(4), upon the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Iranian Ministry of Information and 
Security as a defendants in the above mentioned lawsuit. 

Because the United States does not maintain diplomatic relations with the 
government of Iran, the Department of State is assisted by the U.S. Interests Section of 
the Embassy of Switzerland in Teheran in delivering these documents to the Iranian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The documents were delivered to the Iranian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs under cover of diplomatic notes numbers 1048-IE and 1049-IE, dated 
August 29, 2006. 

While the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs returned the service documents to 
the Embassy of Switzerland, 28 U.S.C. 1608(c)(1) provides that service shall be deemed 
effective as of the date of transmittal indicated in the certified copy of the diplomatic 
note. We see no reason that the return of these documents should invalidate the 
effectiveness of service under 28 U.S.C. 1608(a)(4). 

In accordance with the procedures established for the implementation of the 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, I am enclosing copies of the documents transmitted 
as well as certified copies of the diplomatic notes used to transmit them to the Iranian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This includes the authenticated certification of the Head of 
the U.S. Interests Section at the Swiss Embassy in Teheran and the certification of the 
Vice Consul of the U.S. Embassy in Bern. 



Ms. Nancy Mayer- Whittington 

United States District Court 

For the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
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Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (202) 736-91 15. 



Sincere 




William P. Fritz] 
Attorney Adviser 
Office of Policy Review and Interagency Liaison 



Enclosures As Stated 

i 
\ 
I 

Cc: j Richard D. Heideman 

| Heideman Nudelman & Kalik, PC 
I 1 146 19 th Street, NW, 5 th Floor 
Washington, DC20036 



; **>¥. Vj£ r,n T^ ^ 
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Confederation of Switzerland 

Bern, Canton of Bern 

Embassy of the .United States of America 



I William W. WHITAKER, a consular officer at the Embassy of 
the United States at Bern, Switzerland, certify that this is a 
true copy of Embassy note number 15807 dated August 22, 2006, 
Iwhich was transmitted to the Swiss Ministry of ..Foreign Affairs 
,n August 22, 2006 for further transmission to the American 
nterests Section of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran, Iran. 




SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE 



) 

) SS 

) 





(Signature of Consular Officer) 



William W. WHITAKER 



(Typed name of Consular Officer) 



Vice Consul of the United States of America 

(Title of Consular Officer) 



September 12, 2006 
(Date) 
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mbassy of the United States of America 

August 22, 2006 



CONS NO. 



1 £ ft n ' 

{ *v ^ w- 



Federal Department of Foreign 

Affairs 

Foreign interests Service 

Bundesgasse 32 

3003 Bern 



Subject: JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE: Service of process under the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act (FSIA) - Case of The Estate of Stephen B. Biand, et al. v. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran, etal., Case No. 1:05CV02124 (DDC) 



™ ' i 



REF; 



The Department of State has requested the delivery of the enclosed Summonses, 
Complaints and Notices of Suit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran pursuant to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act in the matter of 
the case of The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, et al,, 
Case No. 1;05CV02124(DDC), which is pending in the Federal District Court for 
the District of Columbia, in which the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Iranian 
Ministry of Information and Security are defendants. 

The Embassy herewith requests that the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs transmit 
the documents to the American Interests Section of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. 
The American, interests Section should transmit the Summonses, Complaints and 
Notices of Suit to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs under the cover of separate 
diplomatic notes utilizing the language provided in the enclosed instructions. There 
are two defendants to be served in this case, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
ranian Ministry of Information and Security. 



Transmittal should be done in a manner which enables the Embassy to confirm 
delivery. The American interests Section should execute the certification of the 
diplomatic note, which will be forwarded by the Department of State to the 
requesting court in the United States. 
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Inclosed are the appropriate parts of a message the Embassy received from the 
Department of State as well as two sets each of the Summonses, Complaints and 
Notices of Suit for the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 



The Embassy would appreciate being informed of the date the American Interests 
Section of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran receives the documents as well as the 
date the Interests Section forwards the documents to the Iranian authorities. 

SPP's assistance is much appreciated. 
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Confederation of Switzerland 

Bern, Canton of Bern 

Embassy of the United States of America 



I certify that the annexed document bears the genuine seal of 
the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs* 

certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United 
tates that the foregoing is true and correct. 




SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE 



) SS 




^^7 ' 




(Signature of Consular Officer) 



William W. WHIATKER 



(Typed name of Consular Officer) 



Vice Consul of the United States of America 

(Title of Consular Officer) 



September 12, 2006 
(Date) 
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F3 







DGENOSSISCHES DEPARTEMENT FOR AUSWART1GE ANGELEGENHE1TEN 



t)RlNGEND 

K.252.22 USA/IRAN 108-1 

aSSSSaasaaaass 

Teheran zuriickerhalten hat: 

. OaHcatsaKJan: *-^«^^ 5CTa.^ - J^ 
Sovereign Immunities Act - case ot " ne ™^f .£__. 

—U '* "^ - * ££& f 1 S S^ to"' 9. Augus, 2006, sow* 
. Noten Nr. 1048-IE und 04 W E m,t Proo * «" lsche Bundsskanz | e | da- 

t^S^S^S^SSX^^ «-* KapuoHc o» ,ran und ,ra- 
nian Ministry of Information and Security). 

Der genannta Diana, ha, dia oben amahntan *£^£%£?£^^ 

ten. 

Das Dapartament benOtz, auoh dieaan Anlass, urn die Botachaft aainer auagazaichnatan 

Hochachtung zu versichern. 



Bern, den 05. September 2006 



RAilagen erwahnt 




An die Botschaft der 
Vereinigten Staaten von Amenka 
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Bfformal Embassy translation from the German of SPP Note 
lf . 23911 dated September 5, 2006: 

"The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, referring to 
Embassy's note No. 15807 of August 22, 2006 concerning the 
transmission of the court documents in the case of The 
Estate of Stephen B. Bland v. the Iranian Ministry of 
Information and Security has the honor to submit to the 
Embassy of the Untied States of America the following 
enclosures received from the American Interests Section of 
the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. 

- Court documents: Judicial Assistance: Service of Process 
Pursuant to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (FSIA) - 
Case of The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v. the 
Islamic Republic of Iran; Case No. 1 : 04CV02124 (DDC) 

- Notes Nos. 1048-IE and 1049-IE with ^Proof of service' 
dated August 29, 2006 furnished with the authentication of 
signature made by the Swiss Federal Chancellery dated 
September 5, 2006 (two defendants: Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Iranian Ministry of Information and Security) 

The Interests Section received back the above mentioned 
court documents and its notes Nos. 1048-IE and 1049-IE with 
the ^Proof of service' and x the evidence of delivery , 
respectively, on August 29, 2006 from the Iranian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs with no comments. 

Complimentary close . 

Bern, September 5, 2006 

Enclosures as stated 



■«s^™gs!p5^ 
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W' r SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE 

Confederation of Switzerland ) 

Bern, Canton of Bern ) SS: 

Embassy of the United States of America ) 



I certify that the annexed document is executed by the genuine 
signature and seal of the following named official who, in an 
official capacity, is empowered by the laws of Switzerland to 
execute that document. 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United 
States that the foregoing is true and correct. 




Ruth EGGER 



(Typed name of Official who executed the annexed document) 




(Signature of Consular Officer) 



William W. WHITAKER 



(Typed name of Consular Officer) 



V ice Consul of the United States of America 

(Title of Consular Officer) 




September 21, 2006 
(Date) 
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EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND 






p. 1 048-1 E 

ThP Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, in Tehran presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honor to refer the Ministry of 
Foreian Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the lawsuit The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, et al, Case Number 1:05CV02124 which is pending in the Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The Islamic Republic of Iran is a defendant in this case 
The Foreign Interests Section transmits a summons and complaint herewith. The U.S. Federa 
District Court has requested the transmittal of these documents. This note constitutes transmittal of 
these documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as contemplated in Title 28, 
United States Code, Section 1608 (a)(4). 

Under applicable U S. law a defendant in a lawsuit must file an answer to the complaint or some 
other responsive pleading within 60 days for the date of transmittal of the complaint, in this case the 
date of this note. Failing to do so, a defendant risks the possibility of having judgment entered 
aqainst it without the opportunity to present arguments or evidence on its behalf Therefore, he 
Foreian Interests Section requests that the enclosed summons and complaint be forwarded to the 
appropriate authority of the Islamic Republic of Iran with a view towards taking whatever steps are 
necessary to avoid a default judgment. 

in addition to the summons and complaint, the Foreign Interests Section is enclosing a notice of suit, 
prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. 
laws concerning suits against foreign States. 

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other 
defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court before which the 
matter is pending, for which reason it is advisable to consult an attorney in the United States. 
Otherwise proceedings will continue without an opportunity to present arguments or evidence. It is 
the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law 
with counsel. The U.S. Government is not a party to this case and cannot represent other parties in 
this matter. 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 

Attachments: 

1 - Summons, Complaint, Notice of Suit 

2 - Translations 



Tehran - August 29, 2006 (Shahrivar 07, 1 385)) 



Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Tehran 
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m 



i, Paolo Bezzola, Deputy Head of the Foreign Interests Section of the Embassy 
of Switzerland in Tehran certify that this is a true copy of the diplomatic note 
number 1048-IE dated August 29, 2006 and delivered to the Iranian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on August 29, 2006. 





Bezzola 
Head of Foreign Interests Section 



Tehran ^August 29,,:2006 




: - APQSTILLE r. ;: : \ra r^\: :s 
(Convention de la Haye du 5 octobre 1 961 ) 

1. Country: SWISS CONFEDERATION 
This pubHc document 

2. has been signed by Paolo Bezzola 

3. acting in the capacity of officers 

4. bears the -seal/stamp of 

Embassy of Switzerland US Interests Section Tehran 



Certified 



5. at Berne 



6. 



the 05 September 2006 



7. by Ruth Egger 

functionary of the Swiss federal Chancellery 



8, No 



ILiQii. 



i, Seal/stamp: 

Swiss federal Chancellery 



10. Sig 




Ruth Egger 




-cv-02124-RCL Document 11-2 Filed 1 1/02/2006 Page 20 of 30 



No. 1048-IE 

USA 828.2-BEZ/SKN 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, in Tehran presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honor to refer the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the lawsuit The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, et al, Case Number 1:05CV02124 which is pending in the Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The islamic Republic of Iran is a defendant in this case. 
The Foreign Interests Section transmits a summons and complaint herewith. The U.S. Federal 
District Court has requested the transmittal of these documents. This note constitutes transmittal of 
these documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as contemplated in Title 28, 
United States Code, Section 1608 (a)(4). 

Under applicable U.S. law a defendant in a lawsuit must file an answer to the complaint or some 
other responsive pleading within 60 days for the date of transmittal of the complaint, in this case the 
date of this note. Failing to do so, a defendant risks the possibility of having judgment entered 
against it without the opportunity to present arguments or evidence on its behalf. Therefore, the 
Foreign interests Section requests that the enclosed summons and complaint be forwarded to the 
appropriate authority of the Islamic Republic of Iran with a view towards taking whatever steps are 
necessary to avoid a default judgment 

In addition to the summons and complaint, the Foreign Interests Section is enclosing a notice of suit, 
prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. 
laws concerning suits against foreign States. 

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other 
defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court before which the 
matter is pending, for which reason it is advisable to consult an attorney in the United States. 
Otherwise, proceedings will continue without an opportunity to present arguments or evidence. It is 
the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law 
with counsel. The U.S. Government is not a party to this case and cannot represent other parties in 
this matter. 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 



Attachments: 

1 - Summons, Complaint, Notice of Suit 

2 - Translations 
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EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND 



fUo. 1049-1 E 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, in Tehran presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honor to refer the Ministry of 
Foreiqn Affairs of the Islamic Repubiic of Iran to the lawsuit The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al. v 
The islamic Republic of Iran, et al, Case Number 1:05CV02124 which is pending in the Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The Iranian Ministry of Information and Security is a 
defendant in this case. The Foreign Interests Section transmits a summons and complaint herewith. 
The U S Federal District Court has requested the transmittal of these documents. This note 
constitutes transmittal of these documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as 
contemplated in Title 28, United States Code, Section 1 608 (a)(4). 

Under applicable U.S. law a defendant in a lawsuit must file an answer to the complaint or some 
other responsive pleading within 60 days for the date of transmittal of the complaint, in this case the 
date of this note. Failing to do so, a defendant risks the possibility of having judgment entered 
aqainst it without the opportunity to present arguments or evidence on its behalf Therefore, he 
Foreiqn Interests Section requests that the enclosed summons and complaint be forwarded to the 
appropriate authority of the Islamic Republic of Iran with a view towards taking whatever steps are 
necessary to avoid a default judgment. 

In addition to the summons and complaint, the Foreign Interests Section is enclosing a notice of suit, 
prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. 
laws concerning suits against foreign States. 

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other 
defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court before which the 
matter is pending, for which reason it is advisable to consult an attorney in the United States. 
Otherwise proceedings will continue without an opportunity to present arguments or evidence. It is 
the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law 
with counsel. The U.S. Government is not a party to this case and cannot represent other parties in 
this matter. 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 

Attachments: 

1 - Summons, Complaint, Notice of Suit 

2 - Translations 
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EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND 



j 
t .ti 



No. 1049-IE 



The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, in Tehran presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honor to refer the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the lawsuit The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et al, v. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, et ai, Case Number 1:05CV02124 which is pending in the Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The Iranian Ministry of Information and Security is a 
defendant in this case. The Foreign Interests Section transmits a summons and complaint herewith. 
The U.S. Federal District Court has requested the transmittal of these documents. This note 
constitutes transmittal of these documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as 
contemplated in Title 28, United States Code, Section 1608 (a)(4). 

Under applicable U.S. law a defendant in a lawsuit must file an answer to the complaint or some 
other responsive pleading within 60 days for the date of transmittal of the complaint, in this case the 
date of this note. Failing to do so, a defendant risks the possibility of having judgment entered 
against it without the opportunity to present arguments or evidence on its behalf. Therefore, the 
Foreign Interests Section requests that the enclosed summons and complaint be forwarded to the 
appropriate authority of the Islamic Republic of Iran with a view towards taking whatever steps are 
necessary to avoid a default judgment. 

In addition to the summons and complaint, the Foreign interests Section is enclosing a notice of suit, 
prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. 
laws concerning suits against foreign States. 

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other 
defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court before which the 
matter is pending, for which reason it is advisable to consuit an attorney in the United States. 
Otherwise, proceedings will continue without an opportunity to present arguments or evidence. It is 
the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law 
with counsel The U.S. Government is not a party to this case and cannot represent other parties in 
this matter. 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
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The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, in Tehran presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honor to refer the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the lawsuit The Estate of Stephen B. Bland, et ai. v. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, et ai, Case Number 1:05CV02124 which is pending in the Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia. The Iranian Ministry of Information and Security is a 
defendant in this case. The Foreign Interests Section transmits a summons and complaint herewith. 
The U.S. Federal District Court has requested the transmittal of these documents. This note 
constitutes transmittal of these documents to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as 
contemplated in Title 28, United States Code, Section 1608 (a)(4). 

Under applicable U.S. law a defendant in a lawsuit must file an answer to the complaint or some 
other responsive pleading within 60 days for the date of transmittal of the complaint, in this case the 
date of this note. Failing to do so, a defendant risks the possibility of having judgment entered 
against it without the opportunity to present arguments or evidence on its behalf. Therefore, the 
Foreign Interests Section requests that the enclosed summons and complaint be forwarded to the 
appropriate authority of the Islamic Republic of Iran with a view towards taking whatever steps are 
necessary to avoid a default judgment. 

In addition to the summons and complaint, the Foreign Interests Section is enclosing a notice of suit, 
prepared by the plaintiff, which summarizes the nature of the case and includes references to U.S. 
laws concerning suits against foreign States. 

The Foreign Interests Section has been advised that under U.S. law any jurisdictional or other 
defense including claims of sovereign immunity must be addressed to the court before which the 
matter is pending, for which reason it is advisable to consult an attorney in the United States. 
Otherwise, proceedings will continue without an opportunity to present arguments or evidence. It is 
the practice of the U.S. Department of State to be available to discuss the requirements of U.S. law 
with counsel. The U.S, Government is not a party to this case and cannot represent other parties in 
this matter. 

The Embassy of Switzerland, Foreign Interests Section, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
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